3 ¥ PAGES 22 | CAPITAL | INVITATION PRICE £5.50; *£9.50 WITHET OR 210.00 (2450 IN FARIDABAD EDITION) WITH NAVBHARAT TIMES

THE TIMES OF INDIA

tHELLSAE OF DELH TIMES (CIRCULATED ONLY IN BELHENCR) | "APPUICABLE OKLY ON MONTHLY PURCHASE (I DELII NCR) INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER | Tosubscribe call 1800 1200004 or visit subscribe.timesofindia.com

the United States, P 14

Aditya.Deviatimesofindia.com

Noida: The state pollution
control board has clarified
that construction activities
thatare less polluting, such as
steel binding and carpentry,
are permitted under GRAP
stages 3 and 4, provided strict
dust control measures are fol-
lowed. The clarification came
in response toa complaint by
CREDAI about enforcement
officers in the ecity misinter-
preting CAQM guidelines and
imposing a blanket ban on all
construction activities.

The pollution board reite-
rated that only specific dust-
generating tasks, such as ex-
cavation and demolition, are
prohibited under GRAP

[]11 a letter dated Nov 22,

CREDAI NCR secretary Gau-
rav Gupta highlighted that lo-
calenforcement officials were
imposing a blanket ban on all
construction and demolition
(C&D) activities, contrary to
CAQM's directives. CREDAI
argued that less polluting
tasks such as steel binding,
shuttering, and carpentry
work are explicitly allowed
under CAQM guidelines, pro-
vided they adhere to dust pre-
vention norms. The associa-
tion claimed that the misin-
terpretation was causing sig-
nificant delays in
construction projects, distres-
sing thousands of workers,
and impacting homebuvers.
CREDAI referenced
CAQM orders issued on Sept
17, Nov 14, and Nov 17, which

CPCB said only specific
dust-generating tasks,
such as excavation and
demolition, are

prohibited under GRAP

outline actions under GRAP,
The guidelines ban specific
dust-generating  activities
such as excavation, piling,
and road construction but ex-
plicitly permit less polluting
tasks under strict compliance
with the Construction and De-
molition (C&D) Waste Mana-
gement Rules.

“This misinterpretation
has led to undue stoppage of
work, causing distress to tho-
usands of construction wor-

kersinthe NCR region and de-
lays in critical projects, there-
by causing irreparable losses
and damages to homebuy-
ers,” Gupta wrote, urging the
UPPCB to issue clear instruc-
tions toenforcement teams.

gional officer, reiterated that
GRAP guidelinesdo notimpo-
se @ blanket ban on all const-
ructionand demolition activi-
ties at any stage. During Sta-
ges3dand4, specific guidelines
apply to construction sites to
mitigate dust pollution.
“During Stage 4 of GRAP,
allactivities prohibited under
Stage 3 shall continue to be
prohibited. Besides this, as in
the case of Stage 3, relatively
less polluting/less dust-gene-
rating activities are permit-

ted during this period as well,
subject to strict compliance
with C&D Waste Manage
ment Rules and directions,”
Sharma wrote.

UPPCBurgedall construc-
tion sites in Noida and Grea-
ter Noida toadopt specific me-
asures tominimisedust pollu-
tion and comply with environ-
mental guidelines, These
measures include using water
sprinklers, dust suppres-
sants, and anti-smog guns to
controlairborne particles.

Nikhil Hawelia, joint se-
cretary of CREDAI NCR and
MD of Hawelia Group. said,
“The UPPCB's clarification
has eased concerns within
the real estate sector, as work
has resumed at several sites
in Noida now.”




